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Book Review
By Egon Bodtker

Mortensen, Enok, A Danish Boyhood, The Danish American Heritage
Society, 1981 , 117 pages. $5.00
This short book tells the reader what life was like for one young man in
a small village in Denmark in the first two decades of this century. As the
author writes in the Foreword: " it is a collection of reminiscences, a mosaic
of people and places seen from a long distance, both geographically and
chronologically." This sensitive sketch of a childhood and adolescence in
the first two decades of the twentieth century will make all readers aware
of the monumental changes in the world from then until now. While many
of the individual behaviors can be related to what happens to most of us as
children and adolescents, the social and institutional conditions in which
they appear have altered drastically.
Enok Mortensen describes his home village and some of its people,
their entertainments, exciting times, and institutions. He describes his
father, mother, family, and acquaintances. He recounts special events
from his youth; among them an exciting school trip to Copenhagen,
Christmas Eve, the railroad station , the day King Christian X came to town .
His accounts of various jobs which he held as a young boy and as an
apprentice are particularly interesting. Included are the conflicts which a
young person feels about early love, stealing, socially unacceptable
people, lust for adventure versus fears of the unknown, and much else.
' Throughout the book is the author's awareness - or is it a young boy's
desire for adventure - that he would go to Ameria. His father had been in
the United States for three years as a young man. An older brother had
emigrated prior to World War I. The war, economic conditions, and an
unspecified collection of hopes and expectations led to the entire family father, mother, Enok, and five brothers and sisters - emigrating to America
in 1919.
Since that time Enok Mortensen has been actively involved with
studying and writing about Danish-Americans. He was knighted by the King
of Denmark for his contribution and has been referred to as " the most
eminent authority now living in the field of Danish-American history." This
book, while not specifically Danish-American history, may make a
significant contribution if it reminds other emigrants to record for the rest
of us (and future historians) their lives prior to leaving Denmark.

Egon Bodtker is Director of Public Seruices. Chemeketa Community College. Salem. Oregon.
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Book Reviews
By Mette Shayne

Index Nordicus. A cumulative index to English-language periodicals on
Scandinavian Studies. Prepared under the auspices of the American
Scandinavian Foundation. Boston, G. K. Hall, 1980. 601 pages.
Index Nordicus is a valuable source for the American student of
Scandinavian history and culture. The periodicals indexed are the six major
English language journals on Scandinavia, covering the following years:
Cooperation and Conflict, 1967-1976
Scandinavian Review, 1913-1976
Scandinavian Studies, 1911-1976
Scandinavica, 1966-1976
Scandinavian Economic History Review, 1953-1976
Scandinavian Political Studies, 1966-1976
2500 subject headings have been used, indexing approximately 4800
articles and 3500 book reviews, totaling almost 23000 entries. Access is by
author, joint author and subject, each article guides the reader to journal,
volume, issue, page number, month and year of publication . There are
cross references and references to related subjects. The format of the index
is chosen to help the researcher who does not speak all or any
Scandinavian languages, and thus q, would be found under o, aa under a.
One cari find original Scandinavian literature in English translation, with
the name of the translator as well as names of reviewers of books.
Key personalities within the arts, politics and professions have been
given a subject heading for the profession or position with a country
designation, e.g.
Musicians
(see also composers)
Musicians Danish
Musicians Danish-American
Musicians Finnish, etc.
The format is a computer printout in 2 columns. The compiler is Janet
C. Kwamine, a professional bibliographer. The publication has had support
from the Nordic Cultural Fund and the American Scandinavian
Foundation . The publication will be a useful tool for the American student
of Scandinavia, and it is to be hoped that it will be kept up and
supplemented.
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Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups. Ed. by Stephen
Thernstrom. Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1980.
Ethnic studies are injected with prestige through this new publication
from Harvard University Press. This impressive volume, ed. by a Swede,
covers 106 ethnic groups in this country. Researchers have cooperated, and
the size of individual studies corresponds to the size and importance of
thi s group in the U.S. Ethnicity can be determined by nationality or
religion . The volume also contains thematic essays on assimilation , and
other subjects.
The essay on the Danes is written by Dorothy Burton Skaudal of the
American Institute of the University of Oslo with the Danish specialist on
immigration Kristian Hvidt as consultant. The essay is 9 pages long and
includes a short bibliography. 326,000 Danish citizen s and their children
are estimated to have immigrated as opposed to 806,000 Swedes and
615,000 Norwegians. Danes acclimatized easily and assimilated faster than
most groups. The essay, as is the case with this reference tool in general, is
written in a readable and easily accessible style.
It deals with the history of immigration from the earliest times.
Originally mostly single men would immigrate, they would marry
American women, and the assimilation rate was very high. The major thrust
of immigration was during the second part of the 19th century, mostly due
to religious controversies in Denmark. A large proportion of the immigrants
were Mormans. They settled in Utah, and from 1860 to 1930 Danes
constituted the second largest ethnic group in Utah. The essay deals with
s;cial composition of the · immigrants, their settlement patterns, their
ethnic organizations, their newspapers and other writings. It ends with the
comment that there is an upsurge in interest in heritage in the 70's which
certainly the Danish-American Heritage Society bears witness to.

Mette Shayne was born in Copenhagen, Denmar k. She is a librarian at North western University Library in
Evansto n , Illinois .
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Book Review
By Marion Marzolf

Vi tredie-klasses udvandrere . .. Hans Jensens rejse til Amerika 1889, by
Holger Munchaus Peterson. (We Third-Class Emigrants ... Hans Jensen's
Trip to America in 1889.) Esbjerg: Fiskeri-og S</>fartsmuseet
Saltvandsakvariet, 1978. 63 pages, illustrated. price: ?
This fine little book describing a typical emigrant journey from
Copenhagen to Chicago in 1889 has recently come to our attention . The
book, published in Esbjerg, Denmark, presents a lively and engaging
account of a young Danish carpenter's travel to the new world. It is
handsomely illustrated with sketches and photographs of people and
places like the ones described by the traveler.
Danish-American literature is much in need of this kind of first-person
description of the experience of migration. This work makes an important
contribution to the growing collection of Scandinavian immigrant studies,
and will be of interest to the general reader as well as the scholar.
Letters and diaries from Danish-American emigrants are scattered
through library and archival collections in the U.S.A. and in Denmark . They
are often fragmentary accounts; sometimes long runs of letters from one
family are found. What makes this particular account so interesting is its
completeness. The emigrant, a member of K<t>benhavns H</>jskoleforening,
made a special effort in his 52 pages of handwriting to share the entire
journey with the close circle of friends he had left behind in Denmark.
We share his amusements on deck: sunning, watching the boxing,
dancing and antics of the Irish and Swedish immigrants. We sense his
excitement at the first view of the Statue of Liberty and the hurly-burly of
New York City. We are touched by the mixture of adventure and nostalgia
as the last sight of Skagen fades from view. We have a flash of Danish
humor in his description of the informal singing contest between the
religious group in one corner of the below-decks room and the spirited
Swedish men fueled by alcohol. We share his discomfort when seasickness
and storms keep the passengers penned in their 32-man cabin and his
disgust as people dig into the rather good food with fingers and fists,
having failed to bring their own plates and eating utensils along. We
endure the tedium of health inspections while the ship rests in New York
harbor, 28 hours of red-tape at the Castle Garden immigration, and 34
hours on a train that stops all too often to discharge other weary and
baggage-laden immigrants before it slowly and laboriously pulls into the
station in Chicago.
When we leave Hans Jensen as he pays his 5 kroner to the old wagon
driver who has transported him through the bustling midwestern city to
his destination, we, too, are filled with the trepidation of Hans Christian

-78-

Andersen's " a stranger in a strange land" and wonder what he will make of
himself. We are not to know, however, because the trail goes cold very
soon. A letter, later in the year, describing busy "greenhorn" days and
participation in a Chicago H(/>jskoleforening founded just that year,
suggests that Jensen has landed on his feet.
The author and preserver of these letters, Holger Munchaus Petersen,
has done a careful job of detective work in documenting the sparse facts
of Jensen's early life. He was born and lived in Sor(/> amt, became a
carpenter, worked in Copenhagen and participated in the folkschool circle
where young rural folks met to hear lectures and discuss literature and
politics. Jensen wrote once again in 1908, explaining that times had been
bad in Denmark when he left, but that " now times are good in Denmark
and he would gladly live there but it was too late . . . "Jensen was dead by
the time of the folkschool 's 1928 jubilee.
Jensen's letters had been kept by an old school comrade who died in
1943. Then the letters reached Petersen, who with the support of Fiskeri-og
51/>fartsmuseet, Saltvandsakvariet in Esbjerg, researched them and
prepared them for publication. Petersen has corrected spelling errors and
used contemporary Danish in this book, but has placed the originals in
Fiskeri-og S(/>fartsmuseet in Esbjerg for the convenience of linguists or
social historians who will take special interest in the manner of expression and mixing in of Americanisms. Petersen has provided a useful
introduction arid background to the period in Denmark and Chicago,
which enhances the story. His contribution to Danish-American history will
certainly be appreciated by readers of The Bridge and others.
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Book Review
By Inga Wiehl

Thorkild Hansen: The Way To Hudson Bay. Translated by James Mcfarlane
and John Lynch . Harcourt, Brace & World, Inc.; 348 pages. $7.95.
The Way To Hudson Bay is a fascinating book. Once started, it is hard
to put down. Once read, it lingers in the mind of the reader as a testament
of man's potential for greatness.
The discrepancy between the ostensibly insignificant sum of Jens
Munk's achievements, " a footnote in the book of history, . . an
unremarkable street trodden by an incurious public. A remote and
uninhabited island in the Arctic seas," and the author-chronicler's stubborn
insistence that Chance is not " the absolute principle in human destiny"
lends the book a special poignancy which convinces and illuminates.
Though singular and isolated in time and space, Munk's feats superimpose
a pattern of greatness, genius even, on a life wrecked by inherited guilt and
self incurred envy. The parts are greater than the whole.
Fate dealt Jens Munk two mighty enemies: the Danish nobility and the
Arctic ice. He ultimately conquered neither, which left him a broken man;
yet the struggle lent him the calm dignity which was so incomprehensible
to his King, Christian the Fourth of Denmark, whose life forms a
counterpart to Munk' s. It is a dignity born of the occasions when Chance
allowed him to show his genius as a captain of ships and a ruler of men.
As indicated by the subtitle " The Life And Times of Jens Munk," The
Way To Hudson Bay chronicles the life of Jens Munk seen in relationship
to his time. This historical view allows a detailed investigation of Munk's
troubled relationship with the Danish nobles, which time and again
resulted in his being prevented from realizing his full potential and
reaching his goals.
Born in 1579, the illegitimate son of a nobleman, he had all the dreams
and aspirations of his class; yet his illegitimacy was to forever bar him from
those tasks and positions which depended on rank rather than heart or
capability, just as the law of the land prevented the inheritance of his
father' s title and property. That in itself did not appear an insurmountable
obstacle. Jens Munk's father, Erik Munk, had found himself in the same
position, as his own father, Jens Munk' s grandfather, and scorned
convention and married the bondwoman he loved. Initially deprived of his
noble inheritance, Erik Munk had remedied the situation by making
himself indispensible to Frederick the Second, King of Norway and
Denmark. So successful were his endeavors, that not only fiefs and
property became his rewards but the much coveted patent of nobility as
well. Ruthlessness and cruelty drove him to his goal and to a great extent
accounted for his success. The same qualities earned him the undying
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hatred of nobles and peasants alike and ultimately led him to Dragsholm
prison, where he committed suicide in 1594.
The hatred incurred by the father became the heritage of his son . It
influenced his life from the very beginning. As his mother could not afford
an education for him and his brother Niels, Jens was sent to Aalborg where
he grew up in the home of his uncle, the burgomaster. Here he acquired
manners and deportment but no position or profession . Those he had to
seek for himself, and he seized the first opportunity offered for life on the
sea when he signed on with a convoy bound for America. His life on board
ships had begun. "The lord's son had become a ship's boy."
From the New World the road led to Portugal, to Brazil and back to
Denmark in the Fall of 1598. Here he is greeted with the news of his father's
death and paid his material inheritance: a silver tankard and some
discarded clothing. Yet far from being a mark of fate, his poverty becomes
a challenge. As he had done in Oporto, he seeks out the most powerful
nobleman in the Kingdom and offers his services. He is well travelled,
speaks fluent Portugese, has a knowledge of Spanish and Dutch, knows
about shipping and charging. Clearly, he is a man to command others, to
" control ships and destinies." But Erik Munk's name cast a long shadow.
His son is offered only a position as a ship's writer, a menial clerk . He
accepts the job and travels to Spain, to Narva, to Danzig. By 1605 he has
saved enough money to become his own master, an independent
merchant.
He buys shares in one of B</lrge Trolle's ships and later acquires his own
vessel , which affords him an opportunity to enter into partnership with Jens
Hvid and compete for the growing market of whaling in the North Sea. It
appears he has made peace with his father's enemies. But he has not
become one of their kind . He does not have their credit and privileges .
When the other of his double foes, the Arctic ice, forces him to abandon
ship on his first trip to the Barents Sea, he returns to Copenhagen bankrupt.
Ten years of effort wasted .
Even so his desire for success remains unabated. Only this time he goes
to the King himself. The King has heard of Jens Munk, who after
abandoning ship had stood at the helm of a rowboat for 223 kilometers
over open sea with fog and drift ice and saved his crew. Here was the
skipper he needed to fullfill his dream of discovering the Northwest
passage to the Orient. Grateful for what he saw as his last chance to fulfill
his own ambition, Jens Munk sets off. Again he is defeated by the ice.
Instead of whales and the sea passage to China, he returns to Copenhagen
with a cargo of stockfish.
Again adversity spurs him on. His desire for the patent of nobility
remains undiminished. He remains in the King's service, and as J</Jrgen
Daa's lieutenant - he has learned by now that the more skilled, the more
experienced man is ever second to the nobleman - he distinguishes himself
in the King's war against Sweden. Yet of all the naval captains he alone is
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not rewarded at the successful outcome. No fiefs, no promotions, no
patent of nobility. His last chance, and Christian the Fourth had not
responded.
As a husband and father of three sons, he cannot afford to leave his
employ as a sea captain . Constantly at the disposal of the nobility, he
carries out a number of modest assignments, till once again, after a
successful pirate hunt which brought the King both fame and wealth, Jens
Munk is given what apears to be the chance of a lifetime: he is ordered, on
February 20, 1618, to " prepare and command" the King's ships for his East
India Expedition. Again he is dealt a blow. On October 24, the nobleman
Ove Giedde receives orders to proceed to the East Indies. Again the
experienced man conceded to inexperience and rank. Again the ice
conquers his private enterprise by advancing so far and fast in the Northern
waters as to prevent whaling. Again Jens Munk is bankrupt. Still he does
not give up. He persuades the King to finance his plan to find the
Northwest Passage, and privately he enters a race to the Orient with
Giedde. He has two ships to Giedde's five and 61 men to Giedde's several
hundred. When he leaves, he is seven months behind his rival , but he
knows that his is the shorter route.
Jens Munk loses the race. He is forced to winter in Hudson Bay which
costs him one ship and 59 men.
The purpose of this trip, which forms the high point of the book, is " to
seek out the Hudson Strait at latitude 62 ½ degrees north, sail through it,
and head southwest to Hudson Bay until he reached the coast to the west
and could begin his search for the Anian Strait." Three months after their
departure on Whitsunday of 1619, he pronounces their doom: " We shall
attempt to winter here." The narrator gives a thorough description of their
stay, partly in his own words, partly in those of Jens Munk's well kept
logbook which is quoted in full from January 1 to June 4, 1620, the day he
writes his farewell to the world . There are only three men left. The rest
have died from sickness and exposure. They had done tolerably well both
physically and spiritually for the first three months. The moving description
of their Christmas celebration - clean middy blouses, haircuts, fresh grouse,
wine and strong ale - conveys a feeling of fellowship among the men and
affection on the part of the captain for his crew which is in direct contrast
to the unyielding cold of the Arctic surroundings.
When the summer of 1620 arrives, only the captain and two of his crew
are left to attempt the difficult journey back. Wrecked by illness and
fatigue, teeth and nails long lost to scurvy, they sail their sloop, the
Lamprey, through ice, storm and hurricane and reach Bergen in September.
It is an astonishing feat. After that, misfortune follows misfortune. Munk is
imprisoned in Bergen as a last result of a nobleman's vengeance. The King
is furious at the loss of his ship and his sailors and orders Munk to go back.
His wife had given up waiting for his return and taken in another man.
" From that point in time his career declined sharply and in 1626 he stood
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with his back to the wall," writes the chronicler. Munk did not have long to
endure. He died in 1628.
Some might think The Way To Huds(;m Bay a depressing book. I do not.
Munk's flashes of brillance and magnificent skill in the art of navigation as
well as his unflagging concern for the spirit and body of the men under his
command make a most convincing argument for the old Roman dictum,
navigare necesse est; vivere non necesse est. Navigation is necessary; living
is not.

Inga Wiehl is presently instructor in Composition and Continental , English and American Literature at

Yakima Valley College in the state of Washington . She was born in Ska,rba,k, Denmark and did her
undergraduate work in Danish Literature at the Uniuersity of Copenhagen. She received her Masters and
Doctorate at the Uniuersity of Washington . Her Ph .D. dissertation was Johannes V. Jensen and America.

Her article , Johannes V. Jensen's Discovery of America , appeared in The Bridge , Number Three, September,

1979.
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The DANISH AMERICAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
established in 1977 in order to accomplish the following:

was

Preserve and promote interest in Danish American traditions.
Collect, evaluate, preserve, and display records (books, pictures,
letters) as well as other artifacts pertaining to the life and culture of
Danish Americans.
Encourage Danish American expression in the arts, humanities,
and social sciences.
Promote research into the life and culture of Danish Americans
and serve as an agency through which resulting studies might be
shared and published.
Seek public and private grants or funds to further projects and
programs sponsored by the Society.
Keep members aware of events and thoughts from contemporary
Denmark.
Provide a means of communication and education for members
through a quarterly publication.
Serve as a clearinghouse and provide information on all phases of
Danish American life.
Organize local or regional chapters to encourage fellowship and to
share ideas.
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